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occasions, Woolsey Coulter 
was a triple winner, with Rod-
ney McCurdy a double victor. 

This iconic event always 
attracted a large crowd, and 
with restrictions gradually 
being relaxed there will be a 
limited number of spectators 
allowed, with admission just 
£5, with children under 16 
admitted free.

The timing of this IMC event 
is almost exactly 10 years since 
the last running of the King of 
the Corner race, where the 
winner was BMW-mounted 
Richard Rea, older brother 
of six-time World champion 
Jonathan Rea in 2011.

‘King of the Corner’ 
makes a comeback
ONE of the most Iconic short 
circuit race titles is set to return 
after a 10-year absence, albeit 
in a different format. 

The IMC took their spin on 
the iconic ‘King of the Corner’ 
event back in 2019, using the 
feature to bring their 2019 
season to a close. The popular 
King of the Corner feature race 
was first run by the Mid Antrim 
150 Club back in 1984 and ran 
for 19 years at the popular 
Nutts Corner race circuit.

The Mid Antrim 150 Club, 
having recognised the growth 
of MiniBike Racing in Ireland 
thanks to the IMC (Irish Min-
ibike Championship), has res-
urrected the King of the Corner 
Trophy for their forthcoming 
opening event of the year.

The club will be sponsoring 
trophies for the top three fin-
ishers of the feature race of the 
day, which will be for competi-
tors in the Stock 140 (A) class 
at their opening event of 2021, 
on July 11th at Nutts Corner. 
The Mid Antrim 150 Club are 
also sponsoring medals for the 
top three in each of the junior 
classes.

The original King of the Cor-
ner always produced excellent 
racing, with both small and 
larger capacity bikes winning. 
Brian Hewitt, riding a 250 Ro-
tax, was the first winner of the 
trophy, followed by the late 
Gene McDonnell on a 500 Su-
zuki, and then Geoff McConnell 
on a 350 Yamaha.

Mike Swann was the most 
successful winner at this iconic 
event, taking the trophy on five 

Who will get their name 
etched on this famous trophy? 
Will the younger riders such as 
Lee Hara, Callum Clint, Gary 
Wilson etc upset the older guys 
such as Luke Johnston, Kelan 
Smith and James Thompson, 
or can someone else spring a 
surprise on the day?

There will be 21 races, 
ranging from the Bam Bams 
(6-year-olds upwards), Junior 
Mini GP, Stock 140 and Open 
classes, and practice starts 
at 10am. 

The IMC say they hope to 
kick-start their 2021 Champion-
ship at Kirkistown on Saturday 
July 17th.

Former winner of the King of the Corner Trophy Rodney McCurdy 
on his 750 Kawasaki leading Simon Turner (obscured) and Stephen 
Thompson on 250 machinery. Photo: Maurice Montgomery

Prize fund 
for juniors 
adds spice 
to Masters
THERE’S double sponsorship 
news this week for the coming sea-
son of the Dunlop Masters which 
kicks off on Saturday and Sunday 
June 26th/27th June.

Riders in the Junior classes will 
have a new incentive to perform 
at their best during 2021, as for 
the first time the championship 
for young novice racers will have 
a substantial end-of-season prize 
fund, thanks to two new sponsors.

Current Masters Superbike 
racer Declan Madden of DM 
Groundworks and former Mas-
ters Superbike Cup Champion 
Frank Smyth, of FJS Plant, will join 
forces this season to support Irish 
motorcycle racing’s stars of the 
future. The two race enthusiasts 
will jointly provide backing for 
the series to the tune of €3,000, 
with €1,500 split between the top 
three in each category at the end 
of the year.

DM Groundworks, based in 
Meath, have provided ground-
works and site clearance services 
to the Irish construction industry 
for more than 20 years, while FJS 
Plant, who are located in Kildare, 
specialise in sales, repairs and 
spare parts for all plant and are 
agents for a number of top ma-
chinery brands, including Kubota 
and Liugong.

Having returned to racing in 
2019 following a couple of years 
away, Declan Madden decided that 
he wanted to put something back 
into the sport through sponsorship. 
Following discussions during the 
shortened 2020 season a plan to 
direct support towards young rac-
ers was put together and in early 
2021 Declan was joined by former 
Masters competitor Frank Smyth. 

Once the championship was 
certain to begin in June a deci-
sion was made to back the Junior 
Championships with an end-of-
season prize fund and that has 
now become a reality with the an-
nouncement of the 2021 awards.

Speaking about their backing 
of the Masters Junior competitors, 
Declan commented: ‘I was enjoy-
ing my return to the sport and felt 
that I wanted to put something 
back into the championship, so I 
spoke with the series promoters to 
see what could be done. 

From left to right, Declan Madden (sponsor), Jack Whearty (Junior Supersport rider) and Frank Smyth (sponsor) looking forward to the Dunlop Masters. Photo by Joe Connolly

‘Following our discussions we 
decided that backing for the Junior 
classes, through an end-of-season 
prize fund, was the best way to 
go, and I’m looking forward now 
to seeing the results.

‘Declan told me what he was 
planning and it was something I’d 
been thinking of too, so I decided 
to join him,’ Frank said.

‘FJS continue to back Kevin 
Keyes, who has raced successful-
ly in the UK for a number of years, 
but we wanted to back the next 
generation too, so joining forces 
with Declan and the Masters was 
a great fit for us. 

‘The end-of-season prize fund is 
the best way to reward the young 
racers for their efforts and we hope 
that our financial contribution can 
help to further the careers of the 
riders who come out on top.’

The Junior Supersport and 
Moto1 Championships will run 
over 15 races at the five 2021 
Masters events and at the end of 
the year the top three in each class 
will receive €750, €500 and €250 
respectively.

The second sponsorship 
comes from the Kildare-based 
concrete cutting and Diamond 
Drilling specialists Daracore and 
they are set to renew their part-
nership with the Dunlop Masters 
Superbike Championship. 

Having joined the champion-
ship at the beginning of the Cov-
id-19 hit 2020 season, Daracore’s 
first year as a Masters sponsor 
was shorter than expected, but 
they have returned for the new 
season with renewed enthusiasm, 
ready for the opening event at the 
end of June.

Daracore is one of the UK 
and Ireland’s leading concrete 
cutting, drilling and demolition 
specialists, and having previously 
backed Irish racers competing 
in the Masters and at the British 
Superbike Championship, the 
Rathangan-based company will 
use their involvement with the 
Championship and with Superbike 
racer Kevin Madigan to grow their 
brand, as well as entertaining cli-
ents and staff at Masters events, 
once spectators are allowed to 
return.

Alongside their Masters spon-
sorship, Daracore Racing will run 
Kevin Madigan in the Masters 
Superbike ‘Cup’ class. The Kildare 
rider is a former Pre-Injection and 
Classic Superbike frontrunner and 
will tackle his first full Superbike 
season on board the team’s Yama-
ha R1. Madigan missed out on a 
proper debut season in 2020 due 
to only one event being run but is 
currently making up for lost time 
with a busy testing programme in 

preparation for the new season.
Speaking of their return to the 

Masters Championship, Dara-
core’s Keith Farrell said: ‘2020 was 
very disappointing for our team 
and the championship, but we’ve 
decided to stay on board with both 
Mondello Park and Kevin Madigan 
for 2021. 

‘We decided in 2020 to get more 
involved in local Motorcycle Racing 
and with that being cut short we 
are even more enthusiastic now 

about things getting back up and 
running in June. 

‘We’re looking forward to being 
able to bring guests to the Masters 
events later in the year, by which 
time Kevin should be well up to 
speed with his new bike which 
will add that extra bit of interest for 
our guests.’

Championship manager Fergus 
Brennan welcomed the return of 
Daracore, saying: ‘We are very 
grateful to Daracore for their con-

tinued involvement. It would have 
been easy for them to walk away 
after the disappointment of 2020, 
but they have stuck with us and are 
back for another year. 

‘We hope we can allow them to 
bring some guests to events later 
in the year, but for the moment they 
will be concentrating on getting 
their rider up to speed in what will 
be a very competitive year in the 
Superbike Cup class.’

Keep ‘er lit!
YE ha - we are going racing 
again!

We start this coming weekend 
at Milverton Moto Park, near 
Ballaugh just off the old Dublin 
to Belfast Road, with Milverton 
Off Road Club hosting their first 
event since October 2019.

It’s a two-day Open 
Grasstrack, with restrictions as 
per the Covid regulations, and 
all classes up to Youth 125 and 
250 and Autos will take place 
on Saturday, with one parent 
or guardian per youth allowed. 
All the adult classes will be held 
on Sunday. 

Race secretary Kate Whearty 
said: ‘Unfortunately we cannot 
allow spectators in at the mo-
ment until the current Covid 
regulations change.

‘We are running the event 
over two days in order to facili-
tate as many riders as possible 
and keep the paddock a safe 
area as well. 

‘All entries will only be ac-
cepted through Eventbrite, and 
there will be a temperature 
check on everyone coming 
through the gate on both days. 
The Covid track and trace forms 
must be filled in, and failure to 
do this will result in a refusal 
of entry.

‘All annual licence holders 
from 2020 will receive their 
Eventbrite invitation first, then 
members will receive theirs, 
and if there are any spaces left 
we will announce this on our 
Facebook page. 

‘For this meeting we are only 
permitting each rider race in one 
grade, and this includes those 
on rookie licences, so hopefully 
everyone will get a chance to 
get out. 

‘We are looking forward to 
seeing all our racing family 
again. We have the track ready 
to go and it’s in great condition, 
so roll on the weekend.’

Race action is back on 
our doorstep at long last

Edward Russell will be back 
in action in the Over-40s class 
this weekend at the Milverton 
Grasstrack. Photo Adam McMahon

Matthew Davison, IMC competitor; Mark Boyd (IMC chairman); Davy McCartney, chairman of Mid 
Antrim 150 Club; and Baylon McCaughey (IMC vice-chairperson), with trophies for the forthcoming 
Mid Antrim 150 sponsored King of the Corner event. Photo: Stuart Castles

MiniGP World Final spot up for grabs
FOLLOWING a long wait since the be-
ginning of the application process, the 
Motorcycle Union of Ireland was finally 
revealed last weekend as one of the national 
governing bodies chosen to be part of the 
FIM’s new MiniGP World Series. 

Ireland will now, for the first time, be part 
of the governing body of World Motorcycle 
Racing’s Road to MotoGP programme, 
which seeks to nurture and promote young 
racing talent.

The MiniGP World Series has been insti-
gated by the FIM and MotoGP promoters 
Dorna in an effort to standardise the ladder 
of progression for young competitors as 
they take their first steps into circuit racing. 

Using identical Ohvale Motorcycles and 
running to standardised regulations, the 

World Series will run across 12 different 
national and regional championships, with 
the top three from each series being invited 
to compete in the World Final in Valencia, 
Spain, which will run alongside the last 
MotoGP event of the season.

Running under the title of FIM MiniGP 
Ireland Series, the new championship will 
be promoted by Motorcycling Ireland’s 
Short Circuit Racing Committee between 
July and October, with seven races at five 
venues across Ireland. 

It will run twice at Athboy Karting Centre 
in Meath, visit Louth’s Whiteriver Park and 
make two eagerly awaited guest appearanc-
es alongside the Dunlop Masters Superbike 
Championship at Mondello Park, before 
finishing its season off with trips to Kiltorcan 

Raceway near Ballyhale in Kilkenny and 
Watergrashill in Cork.

Entry to the Championship is open for 10 
to 14-year-olds who have previous Minibike, 
Motocross or Grasstrack Racing experi-
ence. The Ohvale Machines used in the 
championship have been made available 
to all National MiniGP World Series events 
at a subsidised price and this has helped 
the Irish Series to attract significant interest 
from prospective competitors. 

Young racers interested in taking part can 
find all of the information on the series ded-
icated website, www.fimminigpireland.com.

‘This is a major step forward for Irish 
Motorcycle Racing,’ said MCI Short Circuit 
Committee Chairman Daire Lowe when the 
Irish series was announced.

‘We’ve been working in the background 
on this since the project was announced in 
order to be ready to go once an Irish Series 
was confirmed. Now for the first time the 
MCUI will be involved in the Road to MotoGP 
programme run by Dorna and the FIM and 
it will allow us to offer the best of our young 
racers an opportunity to prove themselves 
on a world stage.’

Despite only being announced last Sat-
urday, the new FIM MiniGP Ireland Series 
will kick off in just five weeks’ time in Athboy. 
Riders in the series will tackle seven rounds 
in total, with three heats per round. Up to 15 
riders are expected to contest the first series 
and they all will have their eye on the top 
prize of a trip to the first-ever MiniGP World 
Final in Valencia in November.


