
5958 FINGAL INDEPENDENT I Tuesday, February 23, 2021 FINGAL INDEPENDENT I Tuesday, February 23, 2021SPORT SPORT

CORRY CORNER jackcorry45@gmail.com

I’m on facebook

@arai45

Rhys Irwin shows the style on the way to finishing runner-up in the 
British Supersport Stock Championship in 2020.

Caolan Irwin and his teammate Shane Richardson with the team’s 
new BMW 1,000.

HE’S not in all-time great Valenti-
no Rossi’s league just yet, but 
our own Rossi Dobson, the 
young up and coming 15-year-
old British Talent Cup rider, has 
joined forces with WM Racing in 
an exciting four-rider line-up for 
the forthcoming season.

WM Racing is better known 
for its presence in both the Irish 
and British mini bike paddocks 
where last season their rookie 
riders Peter Willis and Lewis 
Mullen finished second and 
third respectively in the 140 Mini 
GP British Minibike Champion-
ships and were amongst the 
race winners on home visits to 
the Irish Minibike Champion-
ships when BMB dates didn’t 
clash.

Rossi Dobson, now entering 
his second year in the British 
Talent Cup, will bring his ex-
perience and expertise to this 
young and exciting team, and 
the Belfast rider will also be on 
hand to help rookie 12-year-old 
Peter Willis learn the circuits.  

Dobson impressed last sea-
son with a personal best finish 
of seventh at the final round 
at Brands Hatch, with his goal 
for 2021 being to get podium 
finishes. 

A son of North West 200 
250cc podium finisher Sammy 
Dobson, Rossi’s presence can 

only help bring this young vi-
brant team forward with their 
goals. 

Talented younger rider Peter 
is ready to step up to the Moto3 
British Talent Cup class and this 
year will be a big learning curve 
for the Cullybackey scholar, 
what with learning a new bike 
and tracks.

His goal will be to try and 
collect points at each round 
and he’s looking forward to the 
challenge.

The Irish Minibikes Champi-
onship is where it all starts for 
young Irish talent and eight-
year-old Paige Mullen is no 
stranger to the paddock. 

In only her second year of 
racing Paige will take on the 
IMC BAMBAM Championship. 
One of only a small number of 
girls racing, Paige will be one 
to watch out for. All four riders 
began their tarmac career with 
the IMC.

The team’s statement con-
cluded: ‘WM Racing’s goal as 
a team is to help with the devel-
opment of young riders and the 
British Talent Cup is the perfect 
platform for the next stage as 
a team and to see our young 
talent grow.

‘We look forward to having 
our riders compete at British 
and Irish level again this year.’

WM deal for 
Ireland’s very 
own Rossi

WITH the country still in the 
middle of the dreaded pan-
demic, and the Government 
looking like they will announce 
further restrictions, I spoke to 
Ian Wherity from the Milverton 
Off-Road Club to ask him what 
plans the club may have for the 
coming year as they, like most 
clubs, were unable to run any 
events during 2021.

He replied: ‘We have decided 
not to release any dates just yet 
until we have the green light 

from government that it is safe 
to do so. Hopefully March 5th 
may give us some clarity, and we 
will address the situation then. 

‘I would like to stress that all 
2020 licenses will be valid for 
2021, and we wish everyone 
good health and look forward 
to kicking off our season soon. 

‘Please stay safe and keep 
eye on our FB page for any 
updates, and most of all stick 
to the rules.’

Keep ‘er lit!

Milverton club playing 
waiting game for now

IMC calendar in doubt
FOLLOWING the announcement by the Northern Ireland Executive 
of an extension to the current restrictions, it is now clear that a review 
of the 2021 IMC Race Calendar is unavoidable and the progressive 
club have made the following announcement:

‘Owing to our all-Ireland inclusion, all event changes will be made 
with the intention of facilitating inclusion of all members, and as such, 
restrictions imposed in the North and South must be considered. 

‘Please be assured that as soon as restrictions are relaxed to 
the point which will allow a return to the sport we all love, we will 
be ready.’

The joy of success after Rhys and Caolan Irwin came first and second in the final BSB round at Brands Hatch in 2020.

Our speedy 
siblings are 
on track for 
great times
THIS year is looking more like 
a big Spanish onion - the more 
skins you peel off the more the 
onion stings your eyes. 

Motorcycle racing is really 
struggling, like a lot of sports, 
but there is some light at the end 
of the tunnel for those riders who 
will be able to compete as elite 
riders in the British Champion-
ship. 

Kicking off in May we will see 
a lot of talent on show. Unfor-
tunately for race fans, they will 
have to depend on Eurosport 
for live coverage, as there are 
still no fans allowed at BSB, but 
we will be encouraged by the 
amount of Irish talent on show. 

For Donegal brothers Rhys 
and Caolan Irwin, it will be a hec-

tic year once more, after a very 
successful 2020 season where 
the brothers finished first and 
second in the final 600 Stock 
race at Brands Hatch, and Rhys 
finished second in the overall 
championship standings, with 
Caolan taking fourth.

This season 18-year-old Rhys 
has secured one of the top seats 
in the British Championship Pad-
dock for his graduation to the 
Supersport class in 2021, where 
he will ride for Team Appleyard 
Macadam Yamaha.

The Donegal teenager has 
been offered the opportunity to 
ride for the official Yamaha race 
team in the full 2021 British Su-
persport Championship, on the 
back of a sensational debut sea-

son in the Superstock division. 
Rhys will join the team aiming to 
follow in the footsteps of fellow 
Irish racer Jack Kennedy who 
took Appleyard Macadam to 
back-to-back titles in 2018 and 
2019, and Rory Skinner who 
won the 2020 championship for 
the same team.

Team Appleyard Macadam 
Yamaha have been a stalwart 
of the British Championship for 
many years and have assisted 
a huge number of riders to 
progress their careers. For 2021 
the team will take on two new 
names, with rookie Irwin being 
joined by Bradley Perie who has 
previous Supersport experience. 

Speaking about his new 
signings, team owner Robin 

Appleyard said: ‘Rhys is a very 
talented young rider who caught 
my attention as early as his win 
at round three in Silverstone. 

‘Like Bradley he has done it 
the hard way as part of a family 
effort, travelling all the way from 
Donegal for every race weekend. 
Rhys deserves an opportunity 
with a bigger team, and while 
2021 will be a learning year for 
him, I think we can get him close 
to the front before long.’

The British Supersport Cham-
pionship is set for a resurgence 
next year, with Jack Kennedy 
making a return and the arrival 
of a works Triumph Team with 
some big-name riders. The 
Championship organisers will 
also be making some changes 
designed to make the cham-
pionship more competitive 
and this will mean a massive 
challenge for Rhys, but it’s one 
he is ready for.

‘It’s almost unbelievable to 
have been given this chance,’ 
said Rhys of his new challenge. 
‘This all came about due to my 
results in Superstock, and we 
have been speaking with the 
team since the middle of this 
season, so I’m really excited to 
finally have secured the chance 
to work with such a big team. 

‘To be riding in a team of the 
calibre of Appleyard Macadam 
and follow in the footsteps of 
Jack Kennedy, a rider I have 
looked up to for so long, is 
way beyond what I would have 
expected this early in my career, 
but I’m really ready for the 
challenge.

‘Up ‘til now I’ve always been 
part of a small family outfit, so 
I’m looking forward to learning 
as much as I can in this new 
environment and progressing as 
quickly as I can towards the front 
of the Supersport grid. 

‘I have to thank Team Apple-
yard Macadam Yamaha for this 
opportunity and everyone who 
has helped me over the years 
to get into a position to secure 
this ride.’

The new season will kick 
off for Rhys with a winter test 
programme, followed by 11 
British Superbike Championship 
events, beginning at Oulton Park 
in early May. Rhys’s progress 
can be followed on his website 
www.rirwin.ie and on his Twitter 
and Facebook feeds.

For the older of the two broth-
ers, Caolán, he is set for a major 
step-up the Motorcycle Racing 
ladder in 2021 as he progresses 
into the British Superstock 1,000 
Championship. 

Having had his best season 
to date in the Superstock 600 
championship in 2020, Irwin 
will stay in the British Superbike 
paddock and continue with the 

Astro JJR team which he rode 
for so successfully last year.

This season will be a learning 
one for the 21-year-old as he 
makes the switch to the most 
powerful machinery he has 
raced to date. Running with the 
Astro JJR junior team, he will be 

Rhys Irwin has probably the best 600 package in BSB Supersport, hopefully he will be able to get the opportunity that he deserves.

part of a three-bike effort using 
BMW machinery.

The Superstock 1,000 class is 
the biggest and most compet-
itive of the British Superbike 
support championships and 
many of the current Superbike 
stars used it as the final step on 
their way to the premier Super-
bike series. Caolán’s aim for 
2021 is to build his knowledge 
of the bigger bike in advance of 
an assault on the championship 
in 2022. 

Working with his more 
experienced teammates, both 
of whom he knows really well, 
the youngster’s goal is to learn 
all that he can from the coming 
season while targeting regular 
top-10 finishes.

Speaking about his prospects 
for 2021, Caolán said: ‘I am real-
ly grateful to the Astro-JJR team 
for this opportunity. 

‘We had a great season in 

Superstock 600 in 2020 and I’m 
proud of the faith Stu, James 
and Charlotte have shown in me 
while working to make this deal 
happen. 

‘Superstock 1,000 will be a 
big step up, but I am in a really 
experienced team with a great 
crew and some fast teammates, 
so I’m sure we will achieve great 
results together.’

The 2021 Pirelli British Su-
perstock 1,000 Championship 
will take place over 11 events, 
with two races per weekend. 
Beginning in May the series will 
visit seven different circuits, with 
its finale set for Brands Hatch in 
mid-October. 

Caolán’s season will get un-
der way with pre-season testing, 
once the current restrictions 
allow, and his progress can be 
followed on his social media 
feeds and his new website www.
cirwin.ie.

To be riding in a 
team of this 
calibre is way 
beyond what I 
would have 
expected this 
early in my career


