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Farmer demoted ahead of season finale
BY CHRIS CALDWELL
THE Covid-19 pandemic is going to
have a big impact upon motorsport
and Keith Farmer has already felt its
effect after he was informed that he
would not be riding the Buildbase
Suzuki in the final round of the Bennetts British Superbike Championship
at Brands Hatch this weekend.
The gutsy Clogher rider battled
back from two broken legs following a
horrendous crash at Knockhill in July
2019 when riding for Tyco BMW, earning a ride with the Mallory Park outfit
for 2020, which included a ‘gentleman's
agreement’ for a second year when
this season was truncated.
Unfortunately for Keith, he crashed
during qualifying at the season opener at Donington Park, which left him
requiring shoulder surgery. Not one to
give in, he dug deep and was back in
action a month after going under the
knife and since then he has scored
points in five races, including all three
last time out back at Donington.
Although he’ll freely admit that his
confidence isn’t back to where it once
was yet, he was improving round by
round and was looking forward to ending 2020 on a high at Brands Hatch before preparing for a full season next

year.
Sadly, he received the news via
email last week that he has been demoted for this year’s finale to the Superstock class - where he has won four
British titles at 600 and 1000cc levels as Hawk Racing attempts to cut costs
and he was also informed that he
should begin conversations with other
teams for 2021.
“It’s just racing. I completely understand that racing next year is going to
be very difficult,” said a philosophical
Farmer. “Teams are going to find it extremely difficult to get sponsors for
one, so that’s going to be the hard
part.
“With that being the main problem,
they aren’t going to want to bring riders in who are looking money or who
aren’t bringing any with them so it’s
going to be a difficult one.
“I was meant to be a two-year deal,
it was a one-year deal but we had a
gentleman’s agreement for a second
year because this season was so short
but that’s the way the sport is, it’s frustrating and we’ll just have to see.
“We’ll go out for the last round, give
it a good go, enjoy it and see who
brings what to the table.
“In a sense I’ve got nothing to lose,
so all I can do is go out there and oblit-

erate the field in superstock, which is
highly impossible because they are
that quick now and they have a season
under their belts, but we’ll go out and
give it a shot!”
With rides for 2021 currently being
light on the ground, Keith admits that
he may have to contemplate the ‘r’
word - retirement - but he’s not discounting returning to the superstock
ranks if the right package can be put
together.
“Not to say I want to retire by any
means, but you fire everything on the
table to try to put a good year down,
you train like mad, you’re away from
home and family and then you jump on
a bike, have an accident and you’re another step back,” explained an exasperated Farmer.
“If I don’t get a ride, I don’t get a ride
for next year but at the end of the day
I love racing and I don’t want to quit
but there’s that day when you can only do it for so long and with not making money at it, it becomes difficult.
“I don’t know [about a full-time superstock return]. A fifth title would be
nice but it’s one of them, I’ve been
there and done it, it’s a difficult one. It
would depend on the package and I
don’t know who I’d want to ride for in
the Superstock class.”
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Keith Farmer is unlikely to compete in the Superbike class for Buildbase Suzuki at Brands
Hatch this weekend.
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Johnston and Solberg
get ‘burnt’ in Italy
BY CHRIS CALDWELL
AARON Johnston and Oliver Solberg endured a mixed weekend at
Rally Italia Sardegna where they
produced blistering times and
fastest stage results but they left
with little reward following a puncture and a slight misjudgement that
ended their WRC3 challenge.
The young duo had suffered a disappointing outing in Portugal during
the latest round of the European
Rally Championship a week earlier
when a big off during shakedown, a
poor tyre choice and a blown turbo
meant they were denied the chance
to challenge for victory in their
Volkswagen Polo R5.
They had hoped to get back on
track in Italy behind the wheel of the
Skoda Motorsport Fabia Rally2 Evo
in the World Rally Championship
but after setting a sensational first
stage time that equalled some of the
top WRC competitors, they again
saw lady luck turn her back upon
them.
Another puncture saw their lead
evaporate before an innocuous incident on stage 12 brought their challenge to a premature end.
“We were having a great run, we
were very happy with everything,”
explained Fintona co-driver Johnston. “We were in control, then unfortunately on day two we got the
puncture through no fault of any-

Omagh’s Jake Johnston in action.

Aaron Johnston and Oliver Solberg endured another frustrating outing at the weekend.
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body.
“The tyre just delaminated and
that essentially cost us the rally because we went into the next two
stage and we had the candle lit at
both ends and unfortunately we got
burnt!
“We slid marginally wide on a
tight left and we got beached on a
bank. The front wheels were teetering off the ground and the back
wheels were up in the air, so that
was all that happened.
“It was on a stone wall and we
couldn’t get her moved. If there had
been five or six spectators it would
have been pushed out and it would
have been no problem but that’s how

it ended for us.
“We were having a great run. It
took a bit of time to get back into the
swing of the car, but the test went
well and we set a cracker of a time
on the first stage, matching some of
the World boys, so it was very good
but it’s disappointing as well because the result isn’t there at the finish.”
After re-starting the rally, Aaron
and 19-year-old Solberg managed to
come home 6th in WRC3, which was
scant reward for their efforts and
their pace but they will be keen to
end their recent run of bad luck in
Hungary for the next round of the
ERC next month.

Omagh’s Jake receives
a Bam Bam accolade
OMAGH youngster Jake Johnston is really enjoying his first-ever season on the tarmac, competing in the ever-popular pit bike races at Irish
Minibike Championship events across Ireland.
From a raw novice at the beginning of the year,
Jake has shown great promise, learning new
skills at each race meeting.
At the last meeting at Nutts Corner, in the
most unfavourable conditions to date, the undeterred Omagh lad rode with gusto and looked to
enjoy every second. Stylish and determined, Jake
is sure to make his mark in a sport he clearly
loves.
His performances were enough for the judges
to award Jake with the RST Moto Bam Bam
Award for the best performer within this class.
Jake will be back at Nutts Corner this weekend,
for what may well be the final race of the season,
due to the current COVID 19 situation.

Jake Johnston receives his
award from Stuart Castles.

