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Clarke returns to the winner’s
enclosure after nine year absence
BY CHRIS CALDWELL
DARREN Clarke ended a nine year
wait for a victory on Sunday last when
he clinched the TimberTech Championship on The Old Course at Broken
Sound in Florida.
His one stroke victory not only
ended the Dungannon native’s long
wait for a victory since his famous
Open success at Royal St George’s in
2011, but it also brought his first PGA
Tour Champions title at his 40th attempt.
The 52-year-old played the 18th hole
confidently, hitting a six iron into the
middle of the green before leaving an
eagle putt around a foot from the hole.
He knocked his second putt in for
birdie which left him four-under for
the final round and on 17-under-par
overall, one ahead of both Bernhard
Langer and Jim Furyk.
“I’ve had a lot of opportunities the
last few years, so it’s great to finally
win one,” Clarke beamed. “I wouldn’t
be working this hard if I didn’t think I
could still win.
“I haven’t had one of these in a
while. I was drunk for a week the last
time I won. I imagine I’ll wake up with
a headache tomorrow.”
Clarke moved into a share of the
lead on Saturday when, despite earning a penalty stroke for picking his
ball up on the second fairway, he shot
a 62 to draw level with Robert Karlsson. On Sunday of last week, Clarke
was able to hold off the challenge of
former Masters champion, Langer,
who was trying to win his 42nd career PGA Tour Champions title.

Darren Clarke celebrates his TimberTech
Champions victory on Sunday.
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The German topped the leaderboard on 17-under after 14 holes but
he uncharacteristically stumbled over
the next three holes.
Despite having failed to card a bogey throughout the tournament,
Langer dropped shots on two of his
next three holes before recovering
with a birdies on 18 to finish at 16-under and force Clarke to birdie the par5 last to win.

Clarke had started Sunday brightly,
birdying three of his first seven holes
to lead on 16-under. However, he wasn’t immune to the pressure of chasing
a long-awaited title and he double-bogeyed the ninth hole after his drive
went into the water.
But he responded with birdies on
the next two holes to remain in contention before sealing victory on the
last with a nerveless finish.

Had Clarke lost, no doubt he would
have rued a one-stroke penalty he
received Saturday for picking up his
ball on the second hole, forgetting the
field was no longer using preferred
lies.
”I seem to keep doing these stupid
things,” he acknowledged. “I’m in the
cart and had hit that snap hook, my
only real bad shot [on Sunday], on
number nine, and thinking, you’re

cruising again, but don’t do something
stupid again.”
It was only a temporary setback,
however, as he used lessons learned
under his sports psychologist Dr Bob
Rotella to get him back on track.
“My attitude was great,” he added.
“I spoke last night with Dr. Bob Rotella, who I’ve been working with for a
very long time. Doctor told me to hang
in there and keep going and just accept what comes out. Sometimes we
push and push too hard. Today it was
just patience.”
This was Clarke’s last chance to win
this year. Because of visa issues, he
has to be out of the country by
Wednesday, meaning he will miss next
week’s season-ending event in
Phoenix.
e’ll take with him a nice parting gift
– the TimberTech Championship trophy. And more time to celebrate.
"My VISA's expired and as a non-US
citizen, you can only go to the embassy outside of the US to get it renewed, but they're all shut due to
COVID," he explained.
"It's nobody's fault. Then my ESTA
is for 90 days only and that runs out on
Wednesday. Consequently, I've got to
leave the country.
“I would love to go and try and win
again next week, but unfortunately
that won’t be the case. I’m going to
have to sit at the beach down in Abaco
Club, drink some sea breezes and
watch the boys on the big screen.
“When everybody makes a birdie,
I’ll go cheer and have another sea
breeze or a Kalik Light. It will be a little bit of both.”

MOTORSPORT
IRISH MINIBIKE CHAMPIONSHIP

Fully supported race
package is on offer
THE Irish Minibike Championship has
joined forces with a major sponsor to provide an eye-catching opportunity for one
lucky rider aged between six and 15 years.
No previous experience is necessary, so
anyone who is a resident of Ireland - North
and South - aged between six and 15 who
has an ambition to race a motorbike in 2021
can enter in the hope of winning a fully supported race package for 2021.
The IMC is always keen to invest in youth
and alongside the The Baylon McCaughey
and Dualways Scholarships, they have
come up with this latest opportunity.
The sponsor, who will remain anonymous
until a later date, has provided support and
backing to many and is well versed in spotting talent.
The magnitude of this opportunity cannot be understated as the package on offer
includes: use of a new pit-bike style machine (to suit age), leathers, helmet, tyres,

2021 IMC membership and all entry fees for
the 2021 IMC Championships, which means
the cost for the winner for a full season of
racing will be NIL!
To apply, simply complete the form available on the IMC website, which includes
your details and a section for you to persuade the organisers why the applicant
should be considered for this unique opportunity.
Applications will be treated with the
strictest of confidence.
The sponsor will have significant input in
the final selection process.
The sponsor will be revealed at the presentation of the award.
Applicants must agree to inclusion in all
promotional opportunities.
Entries close on December 15th.
Applications can be completed via the online form available on www.irishminibikechampionship.co.uk.

The Irish Minibike Championship is offering one youngster the opportunity to race in 2021 free of charge!

